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Proposed New Independent Claim 

A. A method of treating an in situ mitral valve, the method comprising: 

positioning a passive device with respect to a heart such that, at least during 

systole, a portion of the device contacts and passively alters a geometry of heart 

structure other than leaflets, chordae, papillary muscles, and an annulus associated 

with the in situ mitral valve so as to draw together leaflets of the in situ valve to promote 

closure of the in situ valve. 




